Reduce Asthma Attacks: Smoke-free Northern Kentucky

Young Woman with Asthma Dies at Work from Secondhand Smoke*
This could happen to your loved one. A young waitress never returned home from her part-
time job at a smoky bar after collapsing from an asthma attack. She was declared dead
before she could be transported to the Emergency Room. After an investigation, officials
concluded that her death was caused by secondhand smoke exposure while on the job.

Did you know... there are 1,332 visits to the Emergency Room for asthma in Northern
Kentucky on average every year?

» With a strong smoke-free law in Northern Kentucky (Boone, Campbell, Kenton counties), the
number of Emergency Room visits for asthma could be reduced by 300 each year.”®

» Northern Kentucky would save approximately $249,758 every year in health care costs for asthma if
strong smoke-free laws were implemented in all three counties.’

Projected Reductions in Emergency Room Visits for Asthma after a
Strong Smoke-free Law in Northern Kentucky

Number of ER Visits

0.0 200.0 400.0 600.0 800.0  1000.0  1200.0  1400.0  1600.0

B Average number of ER visits per year, 2005-2008

B Projected annual ER visits after smoke-free law
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For more information, contact the Kentucky Center for Smoke-free Policy
University of Kentucky College of Nursing, 859-323-4587 or www .kcsp.uky.edu.
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