Outdoor Tobacco Smoke

Outdoor Tobacco Smoke (OTS) is Dangerous

» In 2005, the California Air Resources Board named secondhand smoke an outdoor air pollutant and a
toxic air contaminant.’

» Outdoor tobacco smoke (OTS) is just as dangerous as SHS indoors, depending on the number of
smokers, how close they are, and weather conditions.

» When people smoke in outdoor cafes and patios, OTS rivals indoor concentrations.?

P OTS s detected up to 13 ft. away from one active smoker.

» Servers and bartenders working in outdoor smoking sections are more exposed to OTS than those
working in smoke-free outdoor areas.’

» Enclosed patios that provide protection from the wind may expose workers and patrons to higher
levels of OTS.

Designated Outdoor Smoking Areas are Not Enough

» Simple separation of smokers within the same airspace does not eliminate exposure to OTS.
» Providing a space to smoke does not encourage quitting or provide a healthier environment.
» Building and maintaining outdoor smoking huts sends a message that smoking is expected.

Public Health Response to OTS

» By February 2008, 45% of U.S. hospitals had adopted smoke-free campus policies.*

P Atleast 420 U.S. colleges and universities have adopted 100% smoke-free campus policies which cover
both indoor and outdoor spaces without exemptions.’

» If outdoor smoking areas are designated, it is recommended that they be at least 20 ft. away from
doors, windows and ventilation systems.6

From the Experts...

“Even if outdoor environmental tobacco smoke were no more hazardous than dog excrement..., laws [in
many communities] require dog owners to avoid fouling public areas. Is this too much to ask of smokers?”’
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For more information, contact the Kentucky Center for Smoke-free Policy
University of Kentucky College of Nursing, 859-323-4587 or www.kcsp.uky.edu.
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